RESOLUTION NO. 04-20
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS APPROVING
AND ADOPTING THE PARKS AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN AS
DEVELOPED BETWEEN JANUARY 2004 AND OCTOBER 2004 BY
CITY STAFF AND PARKS ADVISORY BOARD.
WHEREAS, the City of Rockport is proud of the quality of parks, recreation, and leisure
services that it provides to its residents and visitors to the community. It is part of
this qualify of life and excellence that makes Rockport the “Charm of the Texas
Coast”; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Master Plan is to provide an orderly plan and framework of
growth for the City to follow through the first part of the 21st century; establish
park standards that promote the high quality park system that currently exists in
the City and to ensure that this quality remains as the population of the City
grows; and be in compliance with the standards set forth by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department such that the City is eligible for possible funding through the
State of Texas.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROCKPORT, TEXAS THAT:
Section 1:
As part of the development of this Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master
Plan, the City of Rockport wanted to ensure that the park, leisure, and recreational needs of its
residents and visitors to the City were met with quality and excellence.
Section 2:
In 1999, the City of Rockport participated in a County-wide parks plan
development in conjunction with Aransas County and the Town of Fulton. The end product was
the Aransas County/City of Rockport/Town of Fulton Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master
Plan approved by the City and County through resolution on January 27, 1999. To date this has
been the document that the City has used for the growth of its park system.
Section 3:
The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department requires that a new Parks, Recreation,
and Open Space Master Plan be developed every five years. With the knowledge that the need
to update a master plan was eminent, the City identified the need to develop a Citywide Parks,
Recreation & Open Space Master Plan specific to its residents and visitors to the City.
Section 4:
In January 2004, the City developed and distributed a City Resident Park and
Recreation Survey to identify park needs and priorities for park facilities and recreation
programs. Over 785 surveys were received in response to this mail out.
Section 5: The City contracted with Land Design Partners to assist in the planning and
formulation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan in August 2004.
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Section 6:
The first step the design team took was to meet with the City of Rockport’s Park
Advisory Board and Staff to establish the overall goals and objectives to give direction to the
City with its future planning of the park and open space system.
Section 7:
The design team conducted a physical inventory of the entire park system for the
City. This inventory included acreage identification, park classification, and existing facilities
located in the individual parks.
Section 8:
Upon conclusion of this inventory, acreage and facility standards were developed
to guide the City in future planning and development. The City developed the park standards
based on the existing high quality of park service that the residents of the City currently receive.
It is the goal of the City to continue to provide this same high level of excellence to its residents
as the City continues to grow in population. With this standard developed based on the existing
park inventory, acreage and facility guidelines were developed for projected population bases for
the calendar years of 2010 and 2015.
Section 9:
The needs assessment surveys were also tabulated and listed in order of high,
moderate, and low priorities. These priorities were derived from the weighted input and survey
response from the general public, Staff and Park Advisory Board. Recommendations and
expenditure analysis of these park improvement priorities were also developed to assist the City
and a 10-year implementation plan outlines how the priorities may be accomplished.
Section 10: The design team provided the Park Advisory Board with draft copies of the Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan and reviewed their comments at the September 20,
2004 Parks Advisory Board Meeting. Those comments are included in the City of Rockport
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan, made a part of this Resolution as Exhibit A,
and forwarded to Texas Parks & Wildlife for review and approval.
INTRODUCED, READ, and PASSED by the affirmative vote on this the 14th day of
DECEMBER 2004.
CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

Todd W. Pearson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Irma G. Parker, City Secretary
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Purpose of the Plan
The City of Rockport is proud of the quality of parks, recreation, and leisure services that it
provides to its residents and visitors to the community. It is part of this quality of life and
excellence that makes Rockport the “Charm of the Texas Coast”.
The purpose of this master plan is to:
•

Provide an orderly plan and framework of growth for the City to follow through the
first part of the 21st Century.

•

Establish park standards that promote the high quality park system that currently exists
in the City and to ensure that this quality remains as the population of the City grows.

•

Be in compliance with the standards set forth by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department such that the City is eligible for possible funding thru the state of Texas.

Rockport Goals and Objectives of the Parks, Recreation,
and Open Space Master Plan
The goals and objectives for the City of Rockport Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master
Plan as stated below were developed by city staff and the City of Rockport Park Advisory
Board on August 19, 2004. The goals and objectives revise and build upon those stated in
the 1999 Aransas County – Rockport / Fulton Parks and Open Space Master Plan.

Park Goals
To provide a variety of parks, open spaces, and recreational facilities compatible with the

environment and designed to serve the active and passive recreational needs of the citizens
of Rockport as well as visitors and tourists to the Rockport community.
Objectives:
• To adopt and follow a park classification system containing guidelines to help direct
the size, geographic distribution, development, population served and service area
for ornamental parks, playground parks, neighborhood parks, community parks,
regional parks, and greenbelts.
•

To ensure that all parks and facilities meet the most current safety standards for
playground safety and accessibility.

•

To actively seek and utilize Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and other
governmental agencies grant funding and private funding whenever possible for park
improvements, land acquisition and development.
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•

To maintain a high quality of excellence at the City’s parks.

•

To continue to seek future opportunities to work cooperatively with Aransas County,
the City of Fulton, the Aransas County Navigation Districts, the Aransas County
Independent School District, and civic organizations on major park projects that serve
the entire area.

Open Space Goals:
To realize that the natural environment and ecosystems are a substantial quality that contribute
to the economic base and character of the City and should be preserved , protected, and
further integrated into the park and open space system.
Objectives:
• To incorporate the flood plains, water courses, and bay shores into greenbelts and
natural open spaces.
•

To be pro-active in the protection and/or acquisition of unique natural open spaces
for limited public use.

Rockport In Context
Location
As the County Seat of Aransas County, Rockport resides on the Texas Gulf Coast
approximately 30 miles northeast of Corpus Christi. Known as the “Charm of the Texas Coast”,
the city resides along State Highway 35 on Live Oak Peninsula between Copano Bay and
Aransas Bay. The land area for the City is approximately 5.84 square miles.
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Proximity to Major Metros
(Distance in Miles):
Austin
180
Houston
182
San Antonio 161

Nearby Cities
(Distance in Miles)
Aransas Pass
Brownsville
Corpus Christi
Harlingen
Kingsville
Laredo
Port Lavaca
Port Aransas
Victoria

12
135
35
171
76
176
48
20
55

Climate
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total Year

Avg Max. (°F)

Avg Min.(°F)

Avg Daily.(°F)

Avg Rain (Inches)

64
67
72
78
84
88
90
90
88
82
74
67
79

50
53
59
67
73
78
79
79
77
70
70
53
67

57
60
65.5
72.5
78.5
83
84.5
84.5
82.5
76
72
60
73

1.6
1.7
.8
2.0
3.1
3.0
1.8
3.2
5.7
3.6
2.0
1.4
29.9

Source: www.Rockport-fulton.org

Geography
The geography of the Rockport area as situated in Aransas County is fairly level. Altitudes
range from sea level to approximately fifty feet. Most of this area has poor drainage. Sandy
areas comprise the coastal areas and the inland terrain consists primarily of dark, saline, loamy
soils.
The northwest portion of the area has soils that are loamy and acidic, with clayey subsoil.

Vegetation
Rockport is considered to be part of the Coastal Prairie and is well suited for bird and
wetland habitat. The coastal areas are made up of Gulf Marshes, support sedges and a variety
of other grasses. Inland, the vegetation migrates to hard woods dominated by oaks and elms
with an understory that supports many migratory birds. Part of the singular vegetative
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experience of Rockport is seeing the windblown stands of oak trees along coastal State
Highway 35.

Tourism Facts and Figures
The City of Rockport is well known locally and nationally as a great place to visit and to live. A
large percentage of the resident population is “winter Texans”. The area is well known for its
birding, boating, sailing, and fishing activities, and also includes museums, shopping, and site
seeing along the shore.
Rockport Area tourism facts include:
•
•
•
•

Over 75,000 visitors tour the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge via land or boat annually.
Over 14,000 people tour the Texas Maritime Museum annually.
33,000 visitors toured the Fulton Mansion.
Rockport Beach Park annual permits total over 11,280, while daily permits total 20,730

Rockport Community Events
The City of Rockport supports the following community and social events:
May
June
July
September

Memorial Day Weekend/Festival of Wines
Arts Festival
July 4th Weekend
Fiesta en la Playa
Hummer/Bird Celebration
October
Rockport Seafair
December
Lighted Boat Parade
Celebration of Lights
Source: www.pe.net/~rksnow/txcountyRockportcev.htm

Rockport History
The City of Rockport has a rich and colorful history that includes different civilizations and
imprints from the past.
Early inhabitants of the Aransas civilization first occupied the area in Rockport and surrounding
Aransas County some 6,000 to 8,000 years ago. These Indians were nomadic hunter
gatherers who vacated the area circa 1200 AD. After a hundred years of being uninhabited,
both the Karankawas Indians and the Coahuiltecans entered the Coastal Bend area around
1400 AD.
The first European influences documented in the area were in 1519 by Captain Alonso
Alvarez de Pineda. Although Spanish influence was minimal for some two hundred years,
missions were established in the area in the 1700s to combat potential influence and
colonization by the French. The land area was then acquired by Mexico as part of her
independence from Spain.
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Anglo influence in the area began shortly after Texas independence from Mexico in 1836.
Although empressarios had been given land grants for the coastal area, few immigrants had
been enticed to settle there. Yet the land around Rockport was used as a staging area for the
United States Army during the Mexican war. Zachary Taylor’s main encampment for this
campaign was a site on Live Oak Peninsula (in current day Rockport) and may be visited at
one of the City’s parks.
After the Civil War, the Live Oak Peninsula recovered economically much quicker than the rest
of the South. The town of Rockport was founded in 1867 and burgeoned as a port city for
shipping and processing cattle. Standardized refrigeration in 1871 assisted the cattle boom
and Rockport became the county seat of Aransas County.
Shipbuilding and commercial fishing supplemented the cattle economy and by the early
1920 surpassed the agricultural industry as the main economic generator for the area.
However, Rockport and the surrounding areas were hit by a devastating hurricane in 1919
that destroyed much of the area.
The shrimping industry began to develop in the 1930’s and augmented the shipbuilding
efforts that took off again with the onset of World War I. The shipbuilding revival continued
through World War II with the United States Navy purchasing the Rockport Yacht and Supply
Company to repair and maintain ships.
Oil was discovered in the area in 1936, and continues to be a key economic indicator for the
area. To date, leading industries in the Rockport area now include agribusiness, tourism, oil,
and fish packing.

Park Department History
City of Rockport Parks and Leisure Services Department, established January 1, 2002, is
responsible for the daily maintenance of 10 city parks and 15 city-owned sites. Maintenance
includes all grounds, athletic fields and courts, beach, hike & bike trails, play units, picnic
areas, pavilions, beach, boat ramp, fishing pier, restrooms, and other facilities. The department
manages all park facility rentals and the visitor entry booth at the Rockport Beach Park. The
department conducts, and assists with, a variety of community special programs and events,
and performs as the executive agent for the Community Aquatic Park. Finally, this department
initiates and monitors facility license agreements, park concessions, and individual service
contracts.
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Methodology
In 1999, the City of Rockport participated in a County wide parks plan development in
conjunction with Aransas County and the Town of Fulton, Texas. The end product was the
Aransas County – Rockport/Fulton Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan approved by
the City and County thru resolution on January 27, 1999. To date this has been the document
that the City of Rockport has used for the growth of its park system.
The Department of Texas Parks & Wildlife requires that a new Parks, Recreation, and Open
Space Master Plan be developed every five years. With the knowledge that the need to
update a master plan was eminent, the City identified the need to develop a Citywide Parks,
Recreation & Open Space Master Plan specific to its residents and visitors to the City of
Rockport.
In January of 2004, the City developed and distributed a City Resident Park and Recreation
Survey to identify park needs and priorities for park facilities and recreation programs. Over
785 surveys were received in response to this mail out.
The City of Rockport contracted Land Design Partners to assist in the planning and formulation
of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan in August of 2004.
The first step the design team took was to meet with the City of Rockport Park Advisory Board
and City staff to establish the overall goals and objectives to give direction to the City with its
future planning of the park and open space system.
The design team then conducted a physical inventory of the entire park system for the City of
Rockport. This inventory included acreage identification, park classification, and existing
facilities located in the individual parks.
Upon conclusion of this inventory, acreage and facility standards were developed to guide
the City in future planning and development. The City developed the park standards based
on the existing high quality of park service that the residents of the City currently receive. It is
the goal of the City to continue to provide this same high level of excellence to its residents
as the City continues to grow in population. With this standard developed based on the
existing park inventory, acreage and facility guidelines were developed for projected
population bases for the calendar years of 2010 and 2015.
The needs assessment surveys were also tabulated and listed in order of high, moderate, and
low priorities. These priorities were derived from the weighted input and survey response
from the general public, City staff, the Rockport Park Advisory Board and the City Manager.
Recommendations and expenditure analysis of these park improvement priorities were also
developed to assist the City and a 10-year implementation plan outlines how the priorities
may be accomplished.
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The design team provided the Park Advisory Board with draft copies of the Parks, Recreation
and Open Space Master Plan and reviewed their comments at the September 20, 2004 Parks
Advisory Board Meeting. These comments were included in the master plan and forwarded
to Texas Parks and Wildlife for its review and approval.

Inventory
An integral part in the development of a Parks and Open Space Master Plan is the critical step
of understanding the existing parks and facilities owned and maintained by the City. This is
provided through on-site inventories and verification of existing park facilities currently owned
and maintained by the City.
The Land Design Partners Team conducted such an inventory for each of the ten City of
Rockport parks. The result of each of these inventories is included on the following pages,
complete with pictures of amenities located in each of the parks. The location, acreage,
current and recommended park classification, and recreational facilities located in each park
are also documented.
A complete matrix of the parks facilities inventory is provided after these inventories,
categorizing the number of specific recreational facilities with their respective park and
providing an overall total of these facilities throughout the City.
It should be noted that Tiger Field and Veterans park are not included in this inventory
because they are not owned and maintained by the City of Rockport.
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PARK INVENTORY

Aquatic Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

2001 Stadium Drive, Rockport, Texas 78382
12.27 acres
Community
Community
Multi-purpose heated competition pool
Recreation Pool with slides and sprays
RR / Office / Concession
Picnic Tables
Grills
Play Unit
Skate Park (2005)
Nature Trail (2005)

PARK INVENTORY

Magnolia Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

906 N. Live Oak, Rockport, Texas 78382
1.9 acres
Natural Resource Park
Natural Resource Park
Multiple Specimen Live Oaks
This park is undeveloped

PARK INVENTORY

Mathis Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

801 S. Live Oak Street, Rockport, Texas 78382
1.0 acres
Neighborhood
Neighborhood
Basketball Court (full length)
Children’s Swing
Regular Swing
Grill
Covered Picnic Tables
Bench

PARK INVENTORY

Memorial Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

1601 FM 2165, Rockport, Texas 78382
52 acres
Community
Community
10’ Wide Asphalt Trail (1.6 miles)
(4) Baseball Fields
Basketball Court (full length)
BBQ Grills
Benches
(2) Pavilions
Picnic Tables
(2) Playgrounds
(3) Soccer Fields
(2) Tennis Courts
Exercise Stations
Interpretive Signs
2.6 acre pond
Birding stations

PARK INVENTORY

Memorial Park Continued

PARK INVENTORY

Rockport Beach Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Seabreeze Drive, Rockport, Texas 78382
44.0 acres
Community
Community
(2) Sand Volleyball Courts
Band shell
BBQ Grills
Benches
(2) Meeting / Rental Pavilions
Picnic Tables
(3) Playgrounds
Asphalt Trail (3/4 mile)
Exercise Stations
Bird Observation Deck
800’ Fishing Pier
Bathhouse
Boat Ramp and Dock
Fishing
Bird Sanctuary

PARK INVENTORY

Rockport Beach Park Continued

PARK INVENTORY

Spencer Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

400 E. Bay Street, Rockport, Texas 78382
.7 acres
Neighborhood
Neighborhood
Picnic Table (covered)
Bench
Playground (toddler rides / swing / wood
playground)
Drinking Fountain
Basketball Court (full length)

PARK INVENTORY

Triangle Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

811 Highway 35N , Rockport, Texas 78382
.4 acres
Ornamental Park
Ornamental Park
Gazebo

PARK INVENTORY

Tule Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

2041 Tule Park Drive, Rockport, Texas 78382
2.02 acres
Neighborhood
Neighborhood
Wetland Areas around Perimeter
(2) Baseball Practice Fields

PARK INVENTORY

Wetland Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

2002 Tule Park Drive, Rockport, Texas 78382
5.0 acres
Natural Resource/Linear
Natural Resource/Linear
.8-mile Interpretive Trail
Picnic Tables
Wetland Pond
Benches
Open Space
Boardwalk

* The City has shared ownership of the park with the State. The State runs the roadside park while the City
operates the boardwalk and interpretive signage.

PARK INVENTORY

Zachary Taylor Park

LOCATION
ACREAGE
CURRENT PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECOMMENDED PARK CLASSIFICATION
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

702 S. Pearl Street, Rockport, Texas 78382
.4591 acres
Ornamental/Neighborhood
Ornamental/Neighborhood
Covered Pavilion
Picnic Tables (2)
Water Fountain
Drinking Fountain
Zachary Taylor Camp Site 1845 under
Specimen Live Oak
Memorial Bench
Parking for Six
BBQ Grills (2)
Benches
Flagpole
Flower Gardens

Local Independent School District Facilities
Although the City of Rockport does not have any written co-operative agreements with the
Aransas County Independent School District (ACISD), it is important to document the
recreational facilities that ACISD has in conjunction with their schools. The City and Aransas
County have partnered to build a softball and two multi-purpose fields. These facilities also
serve recreational needs of the residents of Rockport.
Aransas County Independent School District
Name of School

Little Bay Primary
Live Oak 1-3 Learning
Center
Fulton 4-5 Learning
Center
Rockport Fulton
Middle School
Rockport Fulton High
School

Address

Type of School

Elementary

Recreational Facilities at
School
Playground
(2) Basketball Courts
Soccer Field
(3) Picnic Tables

Elementary
Elementary
Middle School

High School

Multi-use Field
Basketball Court
(5) Tennis Courts
(1) Football Stadium
(2) Practice Fields
Girls Softball Field
Boys Baseball Field
Open Plan Area

Annual Programs offered by the City of Rockport
The following annual recreation programs are hosted by the City of Rockport Parks and
Leisure Services Department (Approximate time of the year these events are held are
delineated in parenthesis):
Wonders of the Wetland (January / February)
• National Arbor Day Event (February / March)
• Whooping Crane Run / Walk (April)
• Texas Adopt a Beach (April / September)
• Blue Wave Sounds (May – September)
• July 4th Celebration
• Aquatic Classes / Water Aerobics
• Blue Wave Beach Run/Walk (October)
• Pumpkin Patch (October)
• Seafair (October)
• Celebration of Lights (December)
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January 2005

Rockport Population and Demographics (Rockport, TX)
Rockport Population and Demographics
Web Search: Rockport City, Texas Statistics and Demographics (US Census 2000)
Rockport Population: 7,385
Sex
Male
Female

3556
3829

48.15%
51.85%

Age
Under 5 years
347
4.7%
5 to 9 years
434
5.88%
10 to 14 years
492
6.66%
15 to 19 years
474
6.42%
20 to 24 years
269
3.64%
25 to 34 years
625
8.46%
35 to 44 years
951
12.88%
45 to 54 years
994
13.46%
55 to 59 years
505
6.84%
60 to 64 years
473
6.4%
65 to 74 years
968
13.11%
75 to 84 years
635
8.6%
85 years and 218
2.95%
over
TOTAL
7,385
100%
Median age (years) 45.9

Race
One race
White
Black or African American
American Indian and
Alaska Native
Asian
Asian Indian
Chinese
Filipino
Japanese
Korean
Vietnamese
Other Asian
Native Hawaiian and
Other Pacific Islander
Some other race
Two or more races

7203
6549
97
37

97.54%
88.68%
1.31%
0.5%

269
8
3
8
2
1
211
36
0

3.64%
.11%
.04%
.11%
.03%
.01%
2.86%
.49%
0%

251
182

3.4%
2.46%
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Hispanic or Latino and race
Total Population
Hispanic or Latino(of any race)
Mexican
Puerto Rican
Cuban
Other Hispanic or Latino
Not Hispanic or Latino
White alone

7385
1440
1079
10
10
341
5945
5467

100.00%
19.5%
14.61%
.14%
.14%
4.62%
80.5%
74.03%

7385
7149
3157
1680
1762
1399

100.00%
96.8%
42.75%
22.75%
23.86%
18.94%

268
130
282
125
236
233
3

3.63%
1.76%
3.82%
1.69%
3.2%
3.16%
.04%

Relationship
Total Population
In households
Householder
Spouse
Child
Own child under 18
years
Other relatives
Under 18 years
Nonrelatives
Unmarried partner
In group quarters
Institutionalized pop.
Non-institutionalized pop.

Households by Type
Total Households
Family households (families)
With own children under 18 years
Married-couple family
With own children under 18 years
Female householder, no husband
present
With own children under 18 years
Non Family households
Householder living alone
Householder 65 years and over
Households with individuals under 18
years
Households with individuals 65 years
and over
Average Household size
Average family size

3157
2128
776
1680
485
348

100.0 %
67.41%
24.58%
53.22%
15.36%
11.02%

233
1029
906
457
857

7.38%
32.59%
28.7%
14.48%
27.15%

1196

37.88%

2.26
2.74

Housing Occupancy
Total housing units

4533

100.00%
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Occupied housing units
Vacant housing units
For seasonal, recreational, or
occasional use
Homeowner vacancy rate
(percent)
Rental vacancy rate (percent)

3157
1376
839

69.64%
30.36%
18.51%
3.1%
13.4%

Housing Tenure
Occupied housing units
Owner occupied housing
units
Renter-occupied housing units
Average household size of
owner-occupied units
Average household size of
renter-occupied units

3157
2108

100.00%
66.77%

1049
2.24

33.23%

2.31

Based on 2000 US Census data. For more information on population visit U.S. Census Bureau,
providing access to a full range of U.S. Census information and data products.

Population 2000 and Projected Population 2005-2040
by Race/Ethnicity and Migration Scenario for Aransas County
For purposes of forecasting the population growth of the City of Rockport, two different
forecasts were analyzed:
1.

The Office of the State Demographer for Aransas County Growth Projections

2.

The Texas Water Development Board City of Rockport Population Projection

The results of these projections are outlined below although it is believe by City officials that
the City of Rockport population growth will exceed these projections.
The 1990-2000 period was a period of expansive growth in the Texas economy. There has
been a general slowdown in the U.S. and Texas economies since 2000 that is likely to slow
population growth. Although a recovery is occurring, it is uncertain at this time when it will be
complete.
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The 1990-2000 Migration (1.0) Scenario for Population Forecasting
The 1990-2000 population forecast scenario assumes that the trends in the age, sex and
race/ethnicity net migration rates of the 1990s will characterize those occurring in the future
of Texas. The 1990s was a period characterized by rapid growth. It is seen here as the high
growth alternative because its overall total decade pattern is one of substantial growth (i.e.,
22.8% for the 1990-2000 decade for the State). Because growth was so extensive during the
1990s it is likely to be unsustainable over time and thus this scenario is presented here as a
high growth alternative. For counties that experienced net outmigration during the 1990s, this
scenario produces continued decline.
Aransas County Population Forecast
Office of the State Demographer
Texas State Data Center
Institute for Demographic and
Socioeconomic Research
College of Business
University of Texas at San Antonio
6900 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, TX 78249-0704
(210) 458-6530

Rockport Population Forecast

Source: www.twdb.state.tx.us
Address:

Texas Water Development Board
Stephen F. Austin Bldg.
P.O. Box 13231
1700 N. Congress Avenue
Austin, Texas 78711-3231

Contact:

Telephone: (512) 463-7847
Fax: (512) 475-2053
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Standards and Guidelines
The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) provides the industry standard for
parks, recreation and open space design as recognized by park planning professionals
throughout the country. This master plan follows the latest published nomenclature and
standards as outlined by NRPA in the Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway
Guidelines 1996 edition.
NRPA has directed that each municipality or governmental agency develop and provide its
own guideline for growth and park planning as dictated by local conditions. As such a
numerical nation wide template of standards for parks growth does not exist, although the
development of one for each municipality is exhorted. Previously NRPA had directed a
minimum of 11 acres of parkland /1000 population.
With that background the following standards and guidelines are to be used by the Rockport
as a guide for minimum goals to be achieved by the City as its park system further develops.
As with any issue that arises, the practice of these standards to specific situations should be
applied with the wisdom of the local needs in which they are in context.
This master plan follows national park classification systems as outlined by NRPA. For purposes
of this master plan the City of Rockport has divided park classifications into the following
sections:
Ornamental Parks –
Typically Ornamental Parks or Mini-Parks vary from 2,500 square feet (1/16th of an acre) to 1
acre in size and service the immediately surrounding area up to a 1/4mile radius. Amenities in
these parks are unique to the area and in some cases are simply open space areas.
Neighborhood Parks –
As the basic unit of any City’s park system, neighborhood parks serve residents in a ¼ to ½
mile area. Typically there is little if any parking and roadway infrastructure at the park and the
focus tends to be on informal activities and servicing passive recreational needs.
Community Parks Active program elements such as ball fields and larger community based recreation needs are
served by the Community Park classification. They range from 16 to 99 acres in size and have
a mile and a half level of service area.
Metropolitan Park –
Metropolitan Parks are large parks ranging from 100 to 499 acres in size . They typically offer
active and passive recreational opportunities and a variety of remote outdoor activities such
as overnight camping, fishing, hiking and biking, and the like.
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Regional Parks –
The service area for regional parks accommodates any dwellings within an hours drive. These
facilities are very large in scale with acreages greater than 500 acres. Regional parks service
several communities and offer an abundance of both active and passive recreational activities.
Natural Resource Parks –
These are natural areas that are set-aside as scenic buffers or preservation. They are intended
for limited passive recreation opportunities.
Linear Parks / Greenways –
These are the connectors that link the park system together as well as to other
neighborhoods and cultural amenities. Width varies to accommodate specific user, site
requirements, and safety needs.
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The Rockport has adopted the following Park Acreage Guidelines:

Comparison of Existing to Adopted standards
Projections 2004, 2009, 2014
Comparison to Facilities
Existing Park Land Acreage – Rockport
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Local Park Acreage Guidelines
Applied to Total Rockport Park Land Inventory
Population forecasts utilized on the following tables are for the entire Rockport service area,
including the City of Rockport and Aransas County.

Local Park Acreage Guidelines
Compared to 2004 Population in Rockport
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Local Park Acreage Guidelines
Compared to 2010 Population in Rockport

Local Park Acreage Guidelines
Compared to 2015 Population in Rockport
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NRPA Facility Development Guidelines
Applied to Rockport Service Area

Sources:
A. Source: Us. Census 2000
B. Population Projections as provided by the Office of the State Demographer.
C. Guidelines from Appendix A in Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and
Guidelines, p. 60-61, 4th printing 1990, a publication of the National Recreation and
Park Association.
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Needs Assessment
In January of 2004 the Rockport distributed a parks and recreation survey to the citizens of
Rockport to solicit input from the public about the general direction they would like for the
Rockport park system to grow. (This survey is included on the following pages) Through mail
and the Internet the City received 785 completed surveys. As part of the needs assessment,
members of the Rockport Parks and Leisure City staff, the parks advisory board, and the city
manager were also asked to complete the surveys.
Question number 1 asked for the respondents to rate the facilities in terms of need over the
next five years. The results of this question and their total ranking are outlined in the graph
below.
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CITY RESIDENT
PARK AND RECREATION SURVEY

The City of Rockport Park Advisory Board is seeking citizen input in determining the city Parks &
Recreation needs for the next five years. From your comments the Board will prioritize the
community needs and incorporate them into a five-year Park Master Plan for presentation and
adoption to the Rockport City Council.
Mail or deliver the completed survey to the Parks & Leisure Services Department, Rockport City
Hall, 622 E. Market Street in Rockport. You can also complete this survey on-line at
www.cityofrockport.com. Any additional written comments you wish to include along with the
survey are welcome.
1.

Please rate the following facilities in terms of need over the next five years (2004-2008):

Skate Park

Circle Your Choice
Don’t Need
Need
Strongly Need

Additional Hike & Bike Trails

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Additional Athletic Fields (softball, soccer, football, etc.)

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Public Golf Course/Driving Range

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Recreation/Community Center

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

More Picnic Sites/Shelter

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Nature Center

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

More Neighborhood Parks

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

More Sport Courts, ie. basketball, tennis, volleyball, etc.

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

More Waterfont/Shoreline Access (launch ramps, etc.)

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Amphitheatre for concerts, special events

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

BMX/Trail Bike Trails

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Equestrian (horse) Trails

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Dog Park

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Community Gardens/Greenways

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Boardwalks

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Observation Stations

Don’t Need

Need

Strongly Need

Other Facilities Not Listed:

2.

Please rate the following recreational programs in terms of need over the next five
years:

Arts & Crafts Programs
Senior-Oriented Programs
Youth-Oriented Programs
Nature-Focused Programs
Water-Based Programs
Athletic Leagues
Continuing Education Programs
Music/Theatre Programs

Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need
Don’t Need

Need
Need
Need
Need
Need
Need
Need
Need

Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need
Strongly Need

Other Facilities Not Listed:
3.

Please mark an “x” by the park(s) you visited in the last year

Rockport Beach Park

?

Community Aquatic Park

?

A Neighborhood City Park

?

Memorial Park

?

4.

Are you willing to pay a fee to use a facility or to participate in a program?
Yes________

5.

No________

Please indicate the number of people residing in your household, including yourself, in
the following age categories.
______ Under 6 years old

______ 25 through 44 years

______ 6 through 12 years

______ 45 through 64 years

______ 13 through 18 years

______ 65 years and older

______ 19 through 24 years
6.

Your City Voting Ward (circle one only)

7.

Your comments:

1

2

3

4

Thank you for taking this survey and helping us to determine the Park and Recreation priorities for
the next five years in the City of Rockport.
Sincerely,
Todd W. Pearson, Mayor
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Recommendations and Priorities
The recommendations and results as indicated in this section are a combined result of the
evaluation of the needs assessment survey, the parks inventory, and the evaluation of the
parks in comparison with the parks standards and guidelines developed by the City.
In evaluating the needs assessment surveys, the surveys were categorized into four categories
and weighted in the following order:
Public/residents Input : The City of Rockport received over 785 completed surveys back from
the public.
City staff Input: Park and Leisure Department staff also completed the Park and Recreation
Survey
Park Advisory Board Input: The six active members of the City of Rockport Park Advisory Board
completed the Park and Recreation Survey on August 19, 2004 to provide their input and
direction.
City Manager Input: Mr. Thomas Blazek, City of Rockport City Manager completed the survey
to give input from the city management perspective.
The following priorities are a culmination of the tabulation of these surveys, the park inventory
and the parks standards and guidelines developed by the City:
Summary of Indoor Priority Items – Rockport
Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan
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Summary of Outdoor Priority Items – Rockport
Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan

Recommendations for Indoor Facility Improvements
The following recommendations represent the specific needs and priorities for indoor facility
improvements in the City of Rockport:
1. Recreation Center/Community Center - Results for the park facilities needs
assessments express an overwhelming need for a recreation/community center in
the City of Rockport. Potential amenities for a recreation center include meeting
rooms, active areas for weight training, aerobics, dance, sports court, etc.,
flexibility in space programming including the ability to house multiple activities in
the center concurrently, restrooms, offices, storage, and kitchen areas for food
preparation and staging.
Currently there are no City-owned Recreation /Community Centers Available to
residents.
Of the existing parks, only Memorial Park and Rockport Beach Park are large enough
to handle square footage and parking requirements for the center. Neither of
these facilities is considered a strong option.
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2. Nature Center – Located along the Coastal Birding Migratory route, the City is an
ideal location for a nature center. Individual space programming for the center
should be completed but an estimate of 2500 to 4000 SF should suffice.
Recommendations for Outdoor Facility Improvements
The following recommendations represent the specific needs and priorities for outdoor park
facility improvements in the City of Rockport.
A.

High Priority Items
1. Hike/Bike Trails - Connections to park facilities within parks, to other parks and to
cultural activity amenities are needed. Trails should be safe, wide enough to
handle multiple user groups with surfacing appropriate to meet user needs.
Lighting is recommended but should be evaluated site specifically. Trail support
amenities such as signage, benches, drinking fountains, and dog waste disposal
stations should also be programmed into the bike and bike trail system. It is
recommended that the City educate potential trail users in safe appropriate trail
use.
Two TxDOT approved Hike & Bike paths (to be completed by 2007) will add
two miles to the City’s trail system. Trail systems exist at Memorial Park and
Rockport Beach Park and also connect Tule Park to Wetlands Park, and one mile of
trail exists along Water Street.
And a high majority of residents would like trail access to be provided along the
waterfront.
2. Additional Athletic Fields – Currently existing fields for baseball and soccer are
being used for both game and practice. According to Rockport facility standards
there is a definite need for additional athletic fields based on population. Fields
should be wide enough to handle their respective sports and lighting should be
evaluated on an individual basis. Areas should also be planned to accommodate
parking and other facilities in support of the fields.
Existing fields are limited to Memorial Park and Tule Park and the shared softball
field and multi-purpose fields at ACISD.
None of the existing lands in the Rockport Park System can accommodate
additional athletic fields. Additional lands would need to be acquired.
3. Skate Park - Provision of a skate park is needed. The park should have different
areas for age group and user abilities.
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Currently there are no skate parks in the City available to residents; however, a
Texas Parks & Wildlife Grant was approved in August of 2004 that will provide a
skate park in 2005.
Possible locations should include areas that are not in conflict with passive
recreational facilities.
4. Water Front Shoreline – Access and mobility along natural water features is also a
high priority. Experiences along the shoreline should include variety as well as
places to recreate. Careful consideration in water front shoreline facilities should
be given to natural preservation or minimal disturbance.
Rockport Beach Park has the best and most water front access at Aransas Bay and
Memorial Park has access to a lake. Wetland Park has access to seasonal wetlands
areas and Tule Park has a scenic drainage channel along the perimeter of the park
along Tule Park Drive.
Proposed water front shoreline should be evaluated along the extent of Broadway
Road north of Rockport Beach Park.
5. Community Gardens – Gardening opportunities were mentioned as a priority for
the residents of Rockport. Space requirements are variable and it is recommended
that implementation of a garden come under the recreational programming or
supervision of the City.
Green Acres, a one-acre botanical garden maintained by the County Extension
Services is the only community garden that currently exists within the City limits.
Existing or proposed mini-parks and neighborhood parks are the most suitable
locations for a community garden.
B

Moderate Priority Items
6. Amphitheater – Addressing the arts and passive recreational needs of the City,
amphitheaters meet both the quality and recreational needs of the City.
Appropriate size of the amphitheater depends on available land and venue
requirements.
Rockport Beach Park is the only existing park that affords an amphitheater.
A possible future amphitheater location could include Memorial Park or new park
locations.
7. Boardwalks – Boardwalks for scenic pleasure only vary in size from 50-500 feet
long with a width generally twelve to twenty feet. Most of the enthusiasm for these
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facilities is for bird watching or leisure activity. Fishing is not anticipated along the
boardwalks and will be prohibited.
An existing boardwalk is located on the north side of Rockport Beach Park and any
proposed boardwalks would need to be included along the waterfront as well.
8. Golf Driving Range – The survey for this particular item also included a golf course.
Areas for these facilities range in size from 150-200 acres and generally are more
suitable to a population of 50,000. However, the amount of tourists and seasonal
residents makes this facility more of a need that the population base of 7,385
might suggest.
Proposed locations should be in concert and close proximity with proposed
developments entering the area.
9. Neighborhood Parks – Neighborhood parks vary in size from 1- 15 acres and have
a typical service area of a half-mile.
Existing neighborhood parks in the City or Rockport include the undeveloped
Magnolia Park, Tule Park, and Wetlands Park.
10. Observation Stations - Observation stations are geared for birding or marine life
observations. They are envisioned as 400 square foot structures extending from a
hike and bike trail or part of the City’s park system.
Existing observation stations exist at Rockport Beach Park and wetlands Park.
Covered picnic pavilions serve this same function at Memorial Park.
C.

Low Priority Items
11. Sports Courts - Providing sports courts should be analyzed when developing
future mini-parks or neighborhood parks. Courts should be flat concrete surfaces
or other durable materials and be sensitively situated to mitigate ambient noise
and light to surrounding homeowners.
Sport Courts in the form of basketball courts currently exist at Mathis Memorial and
Spencer Parks.
12. Picnic Shelters – Because of the large amounts of picnic facilities, both covered
and uncovered, picnic shelters are a low priority. Currently Rockport has 115
tables in its park system or approximately 4.5 times greater than the city facility
standard.
Most of the picnic stations are located at Memorial Park and Rockport Beach Park,
but picnic facilities are also located at Community Aquatic Park, Mathis, Spencer,
and Zachary Taylor Park.
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13. BMX Bike Trails – With a minimum size of 5 acres and a maximum size of 15 acres,
BMX Bike Trails are ideally situated for a neighborhood park facility. No other basic
amenities are necessary although a rolling terrain is a must.
In the Rockport vicinity placement of the trails should be made where the trails to
do not cause environmental impact to the surrounding water ways and coastal
marches.
14. Dog Park – To accommodate off leash dog activity dog parks are typically ½ acres
to two acres in area and contained within a fenced perimeter. Fenced areas are
included internal to the park as well to allow for time out periods for disruptive
dogs and to allow portions of the dog park to recover from normal wear and tear
of dog park activity.
The City does not have any existing dog park facilities but the size of a dog park
makes it ideal for an existing or proposed community park.
15. Equestrian- Equestrian trails are usually dedicated “equestrian only” compacted
earth trails are that regional in scope and length. Because of this scope it is
recommended that the City partner with the County and the City of Fulton to
further implement a proposed route and equestrian trail system.
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Implementation Plan
This section provides a framework to assist the City of Rockport in obtaining the goals and
objectives outlined in the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.
This section is subdivided into the following sections: policies, ordinances, funding sources,
and 10-year action plan.

Policies
The City of Rockport already has an adopted ordinance for park policies. It is important
that this ordinance be looked at annually and revised as local conditions and issues merit.

Ordinances
Landscape Tree Ordinance
The development of a landscape Tree ordinance helps to protect and preserve tree
stands throughout the City. It also ensures that as development occurs, it does so in an
aesthetic and environmentally sensitive manner. In the case of Rockport, it would help to
ensure that the scenic beauty of Live Oak Peninsula is preserved.
Park Land Dedication Ordinance
As the development and maturity of the City continues, the City may develop a parkland
dedication ordinance. This ordinance stipulates conditions under which specified monies
or land or both is set aside or dedicated to the City for park related purposes as
development occurs. It helps to ensure that residential developers are assisting the City to
provide recreational lands for the additional residential base that they are building.

Funding Sources
The City of Rockport may investigate the following funding sources to finance park land
purchases and facility improvements.
1. General Funds/ Capital Improvement Funds (Pay as you go)
A Capital Improvements Fund includes yearly budgeting for the fiscal year. Projects
may be completed in whole or in part as budgeted allowances in the fiscal year
allow.
2. General Obligation Bonds
General obligation bonds (GO bonds) are legally backed by the full faith and credit of
the issuing government. In other words, the government is obligated to
use its taxing power, if necessary, to repay the debt. The passage of a bond
referendum by the voters confirms popular support for the project or program that is
being financed. Voter referendums may delay financing of projects. If voters do not
approve bonds, officials must devise alternative methods of financing the project, or
cancel the project outright. The ability to issue general obligation bonds may be
constrained by legal debt limits. GO bonds that are repaid with general tax revenues
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do not directly equate the taxpayers benefiting from the project with the taxpayers
paying for the project.
3. Revenue Bonds
Revenue Bonds are a type of Municipal Bond where principal and interest are secured
by revenues such as charges or rents paid by users of the facility built with the
proceeds of the bond issue. Projects financed by Revenue Bonds include highways,
airports, and not-for-profit health care and other facilities.
4. User Fees
Fees are charged to park users for the opportunity to use the expanded facilities in
the park. Typically these fees might be charged to offset the maintenance and
operation of the park.
5. Grant Funding
Grant funding is widely used for the funding of park and recreation improvements
because it leverages tax payer dollars into funding, acquiring, and/or and building
of park infrastructure. See Appendix for a list of grant funding opportunities that the
City of Rockport might be eligible for - including agency, application dates, purpose,
and typical amounts of funding.
6. Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA –21)
The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century was enacted June 9, 1998 as
Public Law 105-178. TEA-21 authorizes the Federal surface transportation programs
for highways, highway safety, and transit. TEA-21 funding is a state administered grant
for Rebuilding America, Improving Safety, Protecting the Environment, and Creating
Opportunity. Recreational trails as an alternate means of transportation are eligible for
grant aid under this grant program.
7. Coastal Management Program
The federally approved coastal management program brings approximately $2.2
million in federal CZMA funds to Texas state and local entities to implement projects
and program activities. Texas is one of only a handful of coastal states that pass
substantial amounts of CZMA funds through to coastal communities for projects in the
coastal zone. Most coastal states use all or most of their CZMA funds for salaries and
other administrative purposes. Even among the pass-through states, Texas is unique in
that the Council passes through 90 percent of funds, retaining only 10 percent for
administrative expenses. The Council has funded projects in all parts of the coastal
zone for a wide variety of purposes. The Council established the following categories
for use of these funds by coastal communities:
•
•
•
•

Coastal Natural Hazards Response
Critical Areas Enhancement
Shoreline Access
Waterfront Revitalization and Ecotourism Development
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•
•
•
•

Permit Streamlining/Assistance and Governmental
Coordination
Information and Data Availability
Public Education and Outreach
Water Quality Improvement

8. Public Improvement District (P.I.D)
PIDs are created by municipalities to provide limited special services and
improvements above and beyond what is normally provided by the City. Examples
include landscaping, parking, enhanced security and marketing. Property owners in the
PID pay special property assessments into a fund administered by the City in
conjunction with an advisory body. A City Council approved service plan is
established for a period of five years and can be renewed for five-year periods
thereafter. PIDs can be used in conjunction with tax increment reinvestment zones.
9. Sports Facility District
Public facilities districts (PFDs) are municipal corporations with independent taxing
authority and are taxing districts under the state constitution. Public facilities districts
may acquire, construct, and operate sports facilities, entertainment facilities,
convention facilities or regional centers and related parking facilities.
10. Parks Improvement Trust Fund
Independent of a City’s budgeting program, a trust fund may be set up from
contributions of private citizens or civic organizations for park improvements.
Although the principal contribution can never be touched, the interests generated
from the principal may used for park development.
11. Tax Increment Financing District (TIF)
TIF funds originate from the tax money generated from an improvement or
development greater than the tax generated by the site before the improvement or
development. This tax increment money is then allocated to the City for its use in
making street, water, and sewer improvements in the District during the life of the
District. At the end of the TIF term, all of the taxes will again be paid to the regular
taxing bodies but at a much higher assessed valuation than would have been possible
without the TIF. District generates taxes from three sources: property tax, city sales tax
and state sales tax.
12. Private Donations
A municipality may use private donations from a business or individual to finance park
construction operations, or maintenance. This donation could also be in the form of
land.
13. Joint Use Agreement – Cost Sharing
The City of Rockport could also enter into a Joint Use or Cost Sharing agreement. The
agreement could take many forms but a simple arrangement might include the City
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offering to construct a facility if the other member of the agreement would maintain
and upkeep the facility. This type of agreement can lend itself to utility agreements,
parking agreements, etc. and is fairly typical with entities such as churches and
schools.
14. Local Sports Organizations
As part of a use agreement, many local sports organizations provide maintenance,
program organization, and upkeep of City owned park facilities in return for the
opportunity to use the facility.
15. Privately Managed Enterprises
Private businesses may contract with the City to run recreational based programs
sponsored by the City. These enterprises might also offer non-city sponsored activities
that serve recreation needs of the City.

Ten-Year Action Plan
The ten-year action plan as identified below is meant to be an aid for developing fiscal
budgets over the next ten years. Only the High priority items are addressed in this action plan.
It is recommended that as High Priority items are accomplished that the action plan be
updated to include items that currently exist on the Moderate Priority list.
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